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Scientific Integrity Act (S 338, 115th Congress)

Requires creation of scientific integrity policies by federal agencies that fund or conduct scientific research, under the guidance of
principles established by the Office of Science and Technology Policy. 

Updated last May 22, 2017
for the 2/15/17 version of S 338.

WHAT IT DOES 

S 338 affirms that public policy issues should be guided by impartial science. Further, the legislation states that public trust depends
on the reliable conduct and communication of publicly funded science. “Science, the scientific process, and the communication of
science should be free from political, ideological, or financial influence.”

To that end, the bill mandates each federal agency that funds or conducts scientific research to “promote and maximize the
communication and open exchange of data and findings to other agencies, policymakers, and the public of research conducted by a
scientist employed or contracted by a Federal agency that funds or conducts scientific research; and prevent the intentional or
unintentional suppression or distortion of the data and findings” [emphasis added].

The bill creates new standards within the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) (42 U.S.C. 6611 et seq.), mandating the
following:

No later than 30 days after enactment of this legislation, the OSTP Director must develop an overarching set of principles that
achieves the quoted goal [to promote, maximize, and prevent], accomplished in consultation with the head of each federal
agency to which this bill applies.

OSTP-developed principles must:
Be consistent with existing regulations, specifically Patent Rights in Inventions Made with Federal Assistance (35 U.S.C.
200, et seq., commonly known as the Bayh-Dole Act); and
Consider policies of peer-reviewed scientific journals.

No later than 90 days after the bill’s enactment: 1) The head of each federal agency to which this legislation pertains must
develop and enforce a scientific integrity policy that is consistent with the OSTP-established principles, and 2) Submit the policy
to the OSTP Director and Congress. This policy must:

Be specific to an agency’s functions and procedures and apply to the agency uniformly;
Ensure, among other things, that scientific conclusions and personnel decisions regarding scientists are not executed based
on political considerations; and that candidates are selected and retained based on expertise, credentials, experience, and
integrity;
Indicate that the agency makes publicly available scientific and technical findings that inform policy proposals and decisions;
and
Be disseminated to new employees and contractors alike, and also be made available on the agency’s website.

The bill also mandates a study of agencies’ scientific integrity policies by the National Academy of Public Administration.

STATUS 

S 338 was introduced on February 15, 2017, and immediately referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

http://sciencepolicy.duke.edu/content/scientific-integrity-act-s-338-115th-congress
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s338/BILLS-115s338is.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/about
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter79/subchapter2&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter79/subchapter2&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title35/part2/chapter18&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title35/part2/chapter18&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title35/part2/chapter18&edition=prelim
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R44597.pdf
http://www.napawash.org/
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/
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SPONSORS 

Sponsor: Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL)

Cosponsors:

Senator Gary Peters (D-MI)
Senator Brian Schatz (D-HI)
Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT)
Senator Tom Udall (D-NM)
Senator Christopher A. Coons (D-DE)
Senator Kristin E. Gillibrand (D-NY)
Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR)
Senator Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI)
Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
Senator Jack Reed (D-RI)
Senator Martin Heinrich (D-NM)
Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)
Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA)
Senator Margaret Wood Hassan (D-NH)
Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)
Senator Edward J. Markey (D-MA)
Senator Cory A. Booker (D-NJ)
Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA)
Senator Mark R. Warner (D-VA)
Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)
Senator Al Franken (D-MN)
Senator Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD)
Senator Patty Murray (D-WA)
Senator Thomas R. Carper (D-DE)
Senator Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV)
Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR)
Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)
Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ)

RECOMMENDED CITATION 

Duke SciPol, “Scientific Integrity Act (S 338, 115th Congress)” available at
http://scipol.duke.edu/content/scientific-integrity-act-s-338-115th-congress (05/22/2017).

LICENSE 

 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Please distribute widely but
give credit to Duke SciPol and the primary author(s) listed above, linking back to this page if possible.
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